Checking PDF files for integrity

Adobe Acrobat PDF files can be an effec-
tive way to send electronic layout files to
your printer or other service providers.
Acrobat files usually are small, portable,
accurate, error-free,and most important-
ly, should contain all the fonts and other
components of the pages you've carefully
designed. But how closely the PDF file
represents the original pages, and how
well it outputs, depends on how you cre-
ated the PDF file. Printers typically run

PDF files through a “preflight” process to
check for output problems. It will save
time, money, and frustration for both
you and your print partner if you identify
problems before you submit your files.
Preflight Online at www.creativepro.-
com is a free online service that allows
you to upload multiple PDF files, preflight
them, and receive a detailed report of any
problems in the PDF files. If the files are
good to go, Preflight Online will “package”
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the files together into one compressed file
ready to send to your service provider.

Preflight Pro (www.extensis.com),
Instant PDF (www.enfocus.com), and
FlightCheck Collect (www.markzware.-
com) are software programs for Win-
dows or Macintosh that preflight and
package PDF files. These programs are
more expensive and complicated than the
Preflight Online service, and offer many
more capabilities.
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